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rudiments of secular knowledge are also given. But in the
higher standards of education we cannot well refrain, on free-
trade principles, from showing a decided bias in favour of
English learning, because, though it is undeniably a foreign
importation, yet it is so incomparably the best. "We may
silence natural complaints and appease prejudice by an im-
partial and even-handed distribution of the educational grants
to Eastern and Western learning; and we may attempt, as
Dr. Hunter wisely recommends, to connect the two branches
of study; but the ultimate result may be safely left to the
shrewdness and literary taste of the cleverest races in Asia.
It is no new thing that learning and science should be propa-
gated as the result of conquest; and though the Mahome-
dans, like other martial races, have usually taken tlieir
ciyyization from conquered peoples, they may be content for
once to accept light and intellectual leading from a nation
that has over them the advantage of European training in arts
as well as in ^trms.

It would take up much time to examine in detail the other
specific charges alleged against the British Government, which
are taken to form reasonable and sufficient ground for our un-
popularity among Mahomedans, by writers who trace it imme-
diately to administrative shortcomings. The charges are very
seriously \rorded. ** Deliberate malversation of religious foun-
dations," is, for instance, a tremendous accusation against a
Christian Government of India; and it has not been proved by Dr.
Hunter. All that could be really established on this indictment
is: that sometimes we have scrutinized with injudicious rigour
the title-deeds whereby endowments were held, and that in one
instance we unwisely, though in good faith, attempted to divert
towards education on the European system the funds of an estate
bequeathed for Mahomedan pious uses. Another count is for
" abolishing the Mahomedan law officers who gave the sanction
of religion to the marriage tie ; " as if we had cut asunder the
bonds of Mahomedan society and broken up families. Whereas
all we have done is to cease to appoint Kazis by order of State,
leaving election or selection to the Mahomedan comratuiities-
This was a change, possibly an error, of which the consequences